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OOKSHOPS are some of the
last remaining treasure
troves – first editions are
hidden on the shelves, old
love letters are scrawled
between pages, dusty maps chart the
history of mankind.
One artist in Clifton has captured
all that history, and turned it into a
work of art.
Elaine Robinson spent years scouring bookshops in Bristol to find the
scraps of paper people leave hidden
inside – and she collected everything
from keys to vintage photographs to
marriage licences. She has now
gathered them all together in a handmade wall cabinet, which is set to
tour the UK after being displayed in
Bristol’s Central Library.
Elaine has a background in music
and social work, and became an artist
in her 40s. She was born in the north
of England in Barrow-in-Furness,
and gained an art and music degree

Clifton Cathedral
by Helen Reid

★★★★✩
● THE period music group
Ars Eloquentiae had the
original idea of pairing formal
and street music of the
17th century, and the result is a
clever mixture of scholarship
and entertainment.
The two cities were London
and Paris; in London Charles II
had come to the throne and
theatres were buzzing again.
A big hit was Purcell’s setting
of Shakespeare’s The Tempest,
and other composers of the
day, like Matthew Locke and
John Weldon, also set some of
the text for voice and
instrumental accompaniment.
The five players, oboe, violin,
viola, cello and harpsichord
and the mezzo soprano Katie
Bray performed these lively
and sometimes plangent songs
with vim and pace, in the
typically English style.
But not all that far away, in
Paris, it was a different story.
The opera that was a smash
hit in Paris at the time was
Lully’s setting of Moliere’s Le
Bourgeois Gentilhomme,
composed in a much more
formal style. But the popular
and often rude songs of the
day included actual criticisms
of the composer, complaining
that he should come up with
some new ideas. Here the
instrumentalists sang along
and provided a tambourine
accompaniment, while Katie
Bray coped effortlessly with the
Old French texts.
The concert, which deserved
a larger audience, shed new
light on an area that has not
been explored very often and
the virtuosic playing and
singing was a delight.

from the University of Leeds. She is a
painter, but installation and sculpture have become her new interests.
Elaine said: “I got the idea from an
old map book from Paris in my flat
with a beautiful engraving in it.
“I was sad that I was the only one
who would get to see it. And then I
was in a charity shop, and I found a
book with a letter inside it, from a
mother to her son. As a mum myself,
I found it really moving. I want to
honour people’s memories.
“You can feel the history in a book
when you are holding it. You feel
connected to it as an object and a
piece of history. You don’t get that
with new technology.
“Books are going through a huge
transformation at the moment, I
wanted to recapture the romance.”
The piece will be placed in libraries
over the next two years.
Elaine explained: “It is going to
Sheffield after its month in Clifton.
I’m funding that myself, but after that
I am hoping for more funding.
“At the moment they are working
as separate entities and they are
struggling because of cuts. I want to
link libraries together.”

THE LIFE OF A WORK OF ART
● The work will be in Bristol’s
Central Library until the end of
June.

objects have all been found
between the pages of secondhand books in Bristol.

● On June 27, South West
Scriptwriters will be holding a
collaborative day based around
the piece in the library.

● Ivy and living flowers are also
entwined around the objects.

● Letters, poems, postcards and

● It is due to be on tour until the
end of 2015, with the hope it will
finish in London.
● Artist Elaine Robinson with her artistic display at the Central Library

Win a year’s
free electricity

Good Energy is celebrating Big Green
Week by off
ering one lucky household
offering
the chance to win a year’s free
electricity to the value of £550.

differently
Simply collect three out of ﬁﬁve
ve diff
erently numbered tokens - published between June 16 and
June 20, complete the coupon and send to Good Energy Competition, Bristol Post Promotions,
Temple Way, Bristol, BS2 0BY. Entries must be received by noon on Friday, June 27.

Tel no .................................................................. Email...............................................................................................

How does my group win?
More tokens = more entries = more chance
of winning.

...making a difference in your
LOCAL community

Terms and conditions: Normal Bristol Post competition rules apply, please see classified for details. Groups
entering the competition must reside within the Bristol Post circulation area: BS1,BS10,BS11,BS13,BS14,BS1
5,BS16,BS2,BS20,BS21,BS22,BS23,BS24,BS25,BS26,BS27,BS28,BS29,BS3,BS30,BS31,BS32,BS34,BS35,
BS36,BS37,BS39,BS4,BS40,BS41,BS48,BS49,BS5,BS6,BS7,BS8,BS9. Additional Win a Mini Bus promotional
terms and conditions apply, please see www.bristolpost.co.uk/minibus for details. By responding, you agree that
Local World may offer you products and services by post, email, SMS and telephone. See our privacy policy
and terms and conditions at www.bristolpost.co.uk/houserules for details. Local World would also like to allow
selected third parties to contact you - if you object to receiving third party communications please tick here [ ]

Good Energy competition entry form

................................................................................................................ Postcode.......................................................

All successful applications will be published in
the Bristol Post on Monday July 7. Tokens will be
published in every edition of the paper between July
7 and August 15, Look out for bonus days where we
will be printing multiple tokens.

Completed forms must be received no later than 12pm noon,
Wednesday July 2, 2014.

#SwitchForGood Tel: 0845 4561640

Address..........................................................................................................................................................................

Only one registration per group is needed. Groups
will be asked to collect 100 tokens per entry. Groups
can enter as many times as they wish, providing
they have a completed entry form and 100 tokens
attached. The more tokens each group collects, the
more chance they have of winning. For example, if
your group collects 10,000 tokens, you will receive
100 entries into the draw.

Register online at bristolpost.co.uk/minibus
alternatively complete this form and send to:
Win a Minibus Registration, Bristol Post, 1 Temple Way,
Bristol, BS2 0BY

So join us in supporting Bristol and Big Green Week by making
the switch to cleaner electricity.

Name..............................................................................................................................................................................

All groups interested in registering for the
competition will be asked to complete a registration
form and submit this to us before Wednesday, July
2, 2014. All registered groups will then be listed
in the Bristol Post so that the local community can
help groups to collect tokens to increase their
chances of winning.

WIN A MINIBUS REGISTRATION FORM

Simply switching to Good Energy means all the electricity you use is matched over the course
of a year with 100% renewables powered by British sunshine, wind and rain. And going green
does not have to cost the earth. Good Energy is cheaper on average than the Big 6 energy
companies in the Bristol area. Bristol leads the way in the green energy revolution; it’s Good
Energy’s regional capital for small solar generators. We support a growing band
of around 3,700 homes, small business and communities in Bristol who
have chosen to generate their own renewable electricity.

www.goodenergy.co.uk

Who wins the minibus?

The minibus will be won by the group drawn at
random from all completed entries received by the
closing date. For full details of the prize and entry
mechanics contact the Promotions Department on
0117 934300.

Terms and conditions apply. Token collect. Image for illustration purposes only.

!

from 100% renewable
electricity supplier,
Good Energy

All not for profit groups, whether big or small can
register for the competition. The competition is open
to any community group that would benefit from the
use of a minibus eg, football teams, rugby teams,
schools, darts teams, choirs, senior groups or any
other group.

A Tale of Two Cities

TOKEN

1

AFFIX
TOKEN
HERE

AFFIX
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HERE

Terms & conditions: The winner will be the ﬁrst name drawn at random from all eligible entries. Prize is one year’s worth of free electricity for one household from Good Energy up to the value of £550. In order to
claim the prize, the winner will need to switch their electricity supply to Good Energy. Standard Local World rules apply, for a full list please visit www.bristolpost.co.uk/houserules. EPGE1606

Group Name ...............................................................................................
Brief description of group activities ........................................................
......................................................................................................................
Group Address ...........................................................................................
................................................................... Postcode ................................
Your Name ..................................................................................................
Your email address ....................................................................................
Your contact number.................................................................................

Renishaw is a world leading engineering company that supplies products used for applications as diverse as jet engine and wind
turbine manufacture, through to dentistry and brain surgery. It is also the only UK company that makes metal 3D printing machines.
The FTSE 250 listed company employs just under 3,400 people globally, including 1,900 at its sites in the south of Gloucestershire, and
has wholly owned subsidiaries in 32 countries. It has been honoured with 17 Queen’s Awards and its UK assembly facility near Stroud
was named the UK’s Best Electronics & Electrical Plant in 2012. www.renishaw.com

Register your group now at bristolpost.co.uk/minibus
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Romance Artist’s showcase of
‘book memories’ set for UK tour
Katie Pavid

Who can take part?

Review

